




BRANCH STATION NEWS 

PhilRice Batac participates in an emergency preparedness training on July 15-16 at its 
headquarters, while PhilRice Bicol benefits from a training-workshop on digital photography 

and IEC materials production on July 1-4 in Paulog, Ligao City, Albay. Led by the Bureau of Fire 
Protection Batac City Station, the training aimed to enhance staff’s emergency response 

capabilities through hands-on sessions covering standard First Aid and Basic Life Support. 
Organized by the Bicol Consortium for Agriculture, Aquatic, and Natural Resources (AANR) R&D, 

the event aimed to sharpen participants’ skills in communicating R&D outputs 
for the AANR sector. (CO Lapat and DY Sadullo) 

The RiceBIS Batang Farmers’ Cooperative Association, together with PhilRice Bicol, 
participates for the first time in the Kadiwa ng Pangulo occasion in Ligao City, Albay 

on July 11, showcasing their PhilGAP-certified red and white rice. The affair promoted 
locally produced, safe, and high-quality rice while connecting farmers directly with 
consumers. It drummed up the cooperative’s growing role in local food markets 

and agri-entrepreneurship. (AM Jimenez) 

PhilRice Isabela introduces its Integrated Management System (IMS) Document Hub to 
its staff on July 7, marking the first-ever launch of such a system across all PhilRice stations.

The digital hub will serve as a one-stop repository for records and documents across all 
sectors in the Isabela branch. The hub will ease access to quality management-related 
documents promoting IMS awareness, ensure better version control and traceability, 
streamline preparation for audits and reviews, and support a streamlined approach 

to internal communication and compliance. (MC Domingo ) 

PhilRice Midsayap and Negros celebrate their anniversaries on July 24 and 27, respectively. Midsayap 
rolled out a motorcade, E-konsulta, three-day sportsfest, and employees’ night. Negros held its first 

station-based SRO Seminar Series and also hosted the Pasidungog ceremony honoring the invaluable 
contributions of its staff. Both celebrations reaffirmed the stations’ commitment to empowering farming 

communities and advancing rice R&D. (EP Refalbor and BR Marco) 

PhilRice Bicol brings its Mobile PalayAralan to farmers in Eastern and Western Samar 
on July 22-24 as part of its branch development initiatives. Participants appreciated 

the timely and localized technical support of the station. The learning sessions equipped farmers 
with practical knowledge on pest and nutrient management to boost productivity. (LO Rafallo) 

PhilRice Batac and Mariano Marcos State University (MMSU) staff, students, and officials 
work together on July 7 for the ceremonial transplanting of this season's paddy art featuring 

CHED Chairperson Dr. Shirley C. Agrupis and MMSU's 7-point agenda, ACHIEVE. 
The image, which will emerge from NSIC Rc 222 and purple rice varieties, is expected to be 

more conspicuous by the second week of August, continuing a tradition started in 2018. 
The collaboration aimed to showcase innovation in farming creatively. (AV Manalo) 
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Dr. Michelle C. Quimbo (third from left) of PhilRice Los Baños leads a lecture 
on public hybrid rice for local farmer-leaders, together with Jan Oliver Sarmiento (fifth from left) 

from DA Regional Field Office IV-A, and visits Mayor Eleazar (center), and 
Municipal Agriculturist Juanito S. Panganiban (second from left) of Tagkawayan, Quezon 
on July 4 in a bid to strengthen hybrid rice adoption that will boost farmers’ productivity 

as part of the station’s blockbuster project. (JM Trinidad ) 

Dr. Noriel M. Angeles (third from left), PhilRice Los Baños’ R&D coordinator, along with 
Director Emerson S. Yago (second from left), Director Dennis R. Arpia (fourth from left), 

DA Regional Executive Director Region VI, and Dr. Mario G. Andrada (first from left) 
Acting Department Manager of Corporate Planning and Management Services 

Department, participates as a panelist in the Learning Conference to discuss the 
adoption of the System of Rice Intensification and Rice-based Agroecology. (JM Trinidad ) 

SPEAKING ENGAGEMENTS 

Reynaldo F. Diocton IV (left), DA-Crop Biotechnology Center’s senior science research 
specialist, serves as keynote speaker during the 3rd Iwang Ad Batad-Tinawon Rice 
Harvest Festival on July 12 in Batad, Banaue, Ifugao. He highlighted the value of 

participation, community, and shared identity, underscoring how rice farming sustains 
not only livelihoods but also culture, unity, and human connection. (KM Panyo) 

Mark is a living proof that perseverance, purpose, and grit can turn even the most 
challenging paths into stories of triumph. As a working student, he juggled 
sleepless nights, long hours of labor, and academic deadlines, all while chasing a 
dream that sometimes felt too far to reach. But instead of letting exhaustion and 
pressure weigh him down, he anchored himself on his "deepest why", the reason 
he started, the people he wanted to be proud of him, and the future he 
envisioned for himself. Being a working student was more than just a struggle; 
it was a process of becoming. And now, with a bachelor’s degree, 
Mark encourages others to walk the same path to not give up on their dreams. 
Narca works at CES for eight years in the Administrative Support Division. 
After finishing his degree, he is now serving as an administrative assistant III.

Born in Bobongan, Aleosan and raised in the rural community of Bao, Alamada, 
North Cotabato, Jeynian grew up honed by hardship, early responsibilities, 
and deep faith. Working in the fields with her parents, she learned the value of 
hard work and perseverance, lessons that shaped her path to success. 
Despite the challenges of being a young mother and juggling part-time jobs 
while studying, Jeynian had made it! Inspired by those who supported her, 
she now hopes to give back by dedicating her sacrifices to Filipino farmers 
through PhilRice Midsayap where she works as science research analyst in 
research division for one year.
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Negros Dr. Angelie Rose L. Lumba (center), Central Philippine 
State University R&D Director, serves as the resource 
speaker for the first station-based SRO Seminar Series.



AWARDS AND RECOGNITIONS

Gantimpala Agad Awardees

 RCEF Unit (Seed Program) PhilRice Bicol. For forging a no-cost partnership with DA-RFO VIII and 
OCD VIII to secure fertilizer, one bag per hectare, for 49,000 farmers in the 2025 wet season.

RCEF Unit (Seed Program) PhilRice Bicol. For building partnership with DA-RFO V to secure free 
fertilizers for 8,257 inbred rice farmers across 7,380.5 ha (P29.5 million worth) during the 2025 Dry Season. 

Drones4Rice Team, PhilRice CES. For conducting 110 drone runs at Kubota Demo Farm, 
identifying optimal speeds, altitudes, and seeding rates for high-capacity rice direct seeding.

External Awards

2025 Outstanding Scientific Paper Award
(July 10)

National Academy of Science and Technology
Annual Scientific Meeting

During the

(L-R) Dindo King M. Donayre, Joevelyn Melite Valdez, Joneil Lagmay, Jasper G. Tallada, 
Rachelle Marie S. Martin, Perfecto R. Ramos Jr., Alona T. Badua, Dan Fred P. Castro, 
Jacqueline D. Ledde, John Eric B. Zabala, Nancy P. Castilla, and Stephen P. Klassen
“Efficacy of drone-applied herbicides against weeds on direct-seeded rice”

Marissa V. Romero, Gladys Mae R. Laborde, and Miriam R. Estrada 
“Brown rice consumption and changes on the metabolic risk factors of non–communicable 

diseases in selected overweight and obese Filipinos”

(July 10)

Best Poster

 57th Anniversary and Annual Scientific Conference 
of the Weed Science Society of the Philippines, Inc.

During the

Edwin C. Martin

2025 Marcos R. Vega Award for Research Achievement
(July 10)

57th Anniversary and Annual Scientific Conference 
of the Weed Science Society of the Philippines, Inc.

During the

PROMOTIONS/APPOINTMENTS

Jacqueline Lee O. Canilao
From Project Development Officer III 

to Development Management Officer V
PhilRice Los Baños

Fernando D. Garcia
From Supervising SRS to Chief SRS

PhilRice Isabela

Charisma Love B. Gado-Gonzales
From Senior SRS to Supervising SRS

Development Communication Division, PhilRice CES

Graduates

Mohamadsaid B. Gandawali, PhilRice Midsayap
MS in Development Communication

University of the Philippines Los Baños

Leylani M. Juliano, CES-ASPPD
Doctor of Philosophy by Research in Agronomy

University of the Philippines Los Baños

Philippine Rice Information System (PRISM) Team

2025 National Semi-Finalist
(July 21)

Gawad Lingkod Bayan ng Pangulo

From the

PhilRice Negros

Certificate of Recognition
(July 7)

Department of Agriculture's 
127th Anniversary Celebration in Cebu City

During the

Palayamanan Team
Temporal Evaluation of Productivity and Profitability in the Sorjan Cropping System

Best poster
Category 2: Agroecology, Rural Development and Policy

(July 22-24)

International Society for Southeast Asian Agricultural 
Sciences (ISAAS) National Scientific Congress 2025 

and International Forum on Agri-Future

During the

Maybelle O. Corpuz, PhilRice Batac. For boosting the Batac Station’s 
Client Satisfaction Measurement Report (CSMR} rating to 4.98 through efficient, 
client-focused, and reliable operations.

Jimmy I. Jimenez Jr., PhilRice Batac. For delivering prompt, reliable support 
while upgrading 90% of network accessories, installing Gbps switches, and 
implementing CCTV for full coverage, he secured a 4.98 “Very Satisfactory” rating, 
ensuring uninterrupted operations.

Pasasalamat Awardees

Policy Brokering Group- CS MAP Project, PhilRice CES. For integrating participatory 
Climate-Smart (CS) Maps, climate risk maps, and adaptation plans into executive orders and 
resolutions, the initiative overcame stakeholder scrutiny and secured support from the governors 
of Kalinga, Quezon, and Sultan Kudarat.

Scaling the Adoption on Pest and Nutrient Management Team, PhilRice CES
For exemplary service scaling pest and nutrient management across 
Central Luzon, including LGU-led Aurora and Zambales pilot.

RiceBIS Team, PhilRice Negros. For achieving a milestone by certifying 49 farms in Murcia 
and San Carlos under PhilGAP, the first in Negros and Region VI. 



WE LOVE TO HEAR FROM YOU.
Your feedback is important to us. We would appreciate if you can take our 
one-question survey.

TAKE SURVEY

DA-PhilRice Central Experiment Station, Maligaya, Science City of Muñoz, 3119 Nueva Ecija, Philippines
E-mail: philrice@philrice.gov.ph

PhilRice Text Center

Contact us:

Free rice tips!
REG <SPACE> NAME <SPACE> 
OCCUPATION <SPACE> 
PROVINCE

0917-111-7423

SEND TO:

www.philrice.gov.ph
www.pinoyrice.com

DA-PhilRice

PhilRiceTV

philrice@philrice.gov.ph

Better Rice Communities

@rice_matters

(044) 456-0277


