
NEWS

As part of the PhilRice 40th anniversary, the Provincial Local Government Unit (PLGU) 
representatives nationwide assemble at PhilRice CES on Aug. 28-29 

to strengthen complementation on rice programs.

Over 100 participants, including representatives from 97 provinces, 
attended the event, which updated local officials on the implementation of the 

Rice Competitiveness Enhancement Fund (RCEF) in alignment with the Masagana 
Rice Industry Development Program, while also fostering dialogue among PhilRice, 

other RCEF implementing agencies, and LGUs.

To recognize outstanding performance, PhilRice conferred the Excellence Award 
for the 2024 Wet Season and 2025 Dry Season to the following PLGUs: Oriental Mindoro 

in Luzon, Bohol in the Visayas, and Agusan del Sur in Mindanao for the Large Scale 
Category; Nueva Vizcaya in Luzon, Western Samar in the Visayas, and Lanao del Norte 

in Mindanao for the Medium Scale Category; and Mountain Province in Luzon, 
Biliran in the Visayas, and Agusan del Norte in Mindanao 

for the Small Scale Category. (AV Manalo)

Coordination on rice programs tightened

Rice farmers honored
To add glamor to PhilRice’s 40th anniversary 
celebration, this season’s rice paddy art planting 
showcases on Aug. 12 how different sectors of 
the community can unite for a shared vision. 
The planting was participated in by JSP 
Group-Mang Inasal, the LGU of the Science City 
of Muñoz–Ospital ng Lungsod Agham ng 
Muñoz (OSLAM), and the Rural Farm School of 
Muñoz National High School Annex. 

Designed with NSIC Rc 222 and traditional 
purple rice varieties, the artwork is expected to 
surface in full view by September. The activity 
coincided with  the 5th batch of the 
Be RICEponsible Leadership Camp at the 
RICEsParK FutureRice Farm, where students 
gained hands-on experience in rice production 
through machine demonstrations, expressed 
creativity in a colorful rice grain art session, and 
acquired  insights from an engaging Rice and 
Shine lecture. Together, the paddy art and the 
leadership camp fostered deeper appreciation 
for rice farmers and highlighted the value of 
teamwork, creativity, and leadership. (AV Manalo)
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PhilRice assesses its progress in Gender Mainstreaming 
as part of its bid to achieve Level V accreditation. 
Held on Aug. 4-5 at DBP Training Complex,
Baguio City. The assessment reviewed the integration 
of Gender and Development policies, personnel, 
enabling mechanisms, programs, and projects. It also 
examined sex-disaggregated data, gender analysis, 
gap reduction, and inclusive participation to 
strengthen services and address gender issues in the 
agriculture sector. The assessment results will guide 
PhilRice in refining its strategies to advance inclusivity 
and ensure more gender-responsive 
agricultural programs. (GD Carrera)

Inclusivity advanced

Maria Daryl Leyese, Secretary General of Pambansang Koalisyon ng 
Kababaihan sa Kanayunan, serves as the resource speaker for the 
Gender and Development midyear assessment.
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Healthier Rice Program broadened
Hellen Keller International (HKI) commends the Institute for broadening its Healthier Rice Program 

to include more nutritious rice options alongside the beta-carotene-rich Malusog Rice 
during a meeting on Aug. 11 at Hellen Keller International Headquarters in Malate, Manila. 
HKI Vice President Dr. Rolf Klemm (right) hailed the initiative as a “strategic leap forward” 

after receiving program updates from PhilRice Isabela Director and co-lead, 
Joy Bartolome A. Duldulao (left). IRRI was represented in the 

meeting by Raul M. Boncodin (center). (GA Barroga)

SEPTEMBER
ACTIVITY HIGHLIGHTS

Sept 3,8,15,22,29  Online Leadership Training for PhilRice Personnel

Sept 3-5   Batac Management Review

Sept 5    GASS Review

Sept 9-10    Bicol Lakbay Palay in Matag-ob, Leyte

Sept 9-11    Isabela Management Review

Sept 17-18   City and Municipal Local Government Unit Assembly

Sept 25-26   Batac Lakbay Palay

Admin assistants upskilled
Administrative assistants of PhilRice CES participated in a seminar designed to invigorate 

professional competence and personal growth on Aug. 13. The activity was a collaborative effort 
between the Community Relations Office and the Administrative Support Division.

The Personality and Workplace Excellence Seminar reminded participants of the immense value of 
their work and recognized them as the backbone of their respective divisions and offices, ensuring 

smooth operations, upholding a professional image, and delivering quality service across the 
Institute. Sessions covered positive personality development, the role of administrative assistants in 
institutional branding, enhancing interpersonal and communication skills, and protocol essentials. 

One of the participants, Mr. Joselito R. Mamaril, shared that the seminar inspired him to value their 
role more deeply, realizing that even the smallest tasks he performs can contribute to the bigger 

picture of PhilRice’s mission. (AV Manalo and KM Panyo)

Midyear reviews completed
Sectors and programs of PhilRice conduct their midyear review activities: 

Healthier Rice Program on Aug. 1, Gender and Development on Aug. 4-6, 
Research Sector on Aug. 7-8, RCEF Program on Aug. 12-13, and Development Sector 

on Aug. 14-15. During these sessions, key accomplishments were presented, 
progress in research, development, operations, and support services were assessed, 
and implementation challenges were addressed. Participants committed to further 

strengthen and ensure tighter alignment of activities with institutional goals, 
and enhance the efficiency and effectiveness of program implementation 

to better serve stakeholders. (AV Manalo)

Gender and Development

Research Sector

BOT members convene
The PhilRice Board of Trustees (BOT) hold its 67th regular meeting with all members present 
at ATI, Diliman, Quezon City on Aug. 18. Executive Director Dr. John C. de Leon and other 

concerned representatives from the management joined the meeting which tackled
 the inventory and status of PhilRice assets in CES, Isabela, and Batac; the 2024 Internal 

Audit Report; and the 2025 first semester Financial and Physical Accomplishment Report, 
underscoring the Institute’s commitment to transparency and accountability. Members also 

received a briefing on the Rice Business Innovations System Program 2.0 and reviewed 
proposed alternative payment schemes for defaulted scholars. With these discussions 
and decisions, the Board will strengthen scholarship management, ensure prudent use 
of resources, and advance farmer-centered programs in the years ahead. (AV Manalo)

Healthcare partnership explored
PhilRice, Ospital ng Lungsod ng Agham ng Muñoz (OSLAM), and GoodSam Eye Center 

explore partnerships that will expand healthcare services for staff and personnel 
in a meeting on Aug. 6 at the ODA Conference Room. The meetings featured OSLAM’s 
presentation on PhilHealth’s e-Konsulta program and GoodSam’s proposal on accessible 
eye care services. OSLAM discussed the program’s objectives, procedures, and benefits, 
including medical consultation, health risk screening and assessment, selected laboratory 
and diagnostic tests, and access to essential medicines. Meanwhile, GoodSam outlined 

strategies to address common vision problems and preventive measures through 
screenings and consultations. These partnerships will strengthen PhilRice’s health services 

and ensure broader access to essential medical and eye care in the future. (AV Manalo)

Dev CES COS personnel consulted
PhilRice contract of service (COS) personnel engage in a Kapihan session to openly share 

insights, challenges, and suggestions for improvement. Organized by the Office of the 
Deputy Executive Director for Development on Aug. 11 at PhilRice CES, the activity 

aimed to deepen service contractors’ understanding of  their roles and responsibilities 
in relation to their delivery units, the Development sector, and the Institute. Through this 
forum, the sector sought to  heighten collaboration and provide a more supportive work 
environment that will help improve service delivery of every contract worker. (AV Manalo)

Psychometricians oriented
Newly hired psychometricians from PhilRice branch stations gather for an orientation 

and mentoring session that was organized by the Administrative Support 
Division-Human Resource Management Office on Aug. 4-5 at the DA-CBC Training 

Room. Through this initiative, the Institute aims to establish consistent and standardized 
psychometric services across all stations, for a more competent and responsive human 

resource service. (TY Santiago)

Youth embrace RICEponsibility
Students of Maligaya Integrated School in Science City of Muñoz, Nueva Ecija embark 

on a learning journey at PhilRice as they explore the science and stories behind rice 
on Aug. 18. The youngsters toured the experimental fields where they discovered 

how biotechnology helps develop rice varieties resilient to climate change. 
Organized by PhilRice staff dormers, the activity blended fun and education through the 
Be RICEponsible jingle, interactive games, and the storytelling of The Hungry Oryzaurus. 

The schoolers learned that every grain of rice is valuable and should never be wasted. (KM Panyo)

Rice Competitiveness Enhancement Fund

Tricia Ysabelle O. Santiago (sixth from left), serves as the resource person for this activity.

Resource speaker Laarnie L. Mandia highlights the
importance of continuous self-improvement, reminding
participants to “be the best version of yourself—every day,
at work, and beyond”.

(L-R) Mr. Delfin R. Pilapil Jr., Mr. Francis F. Yenko, Atty. Ericson T. Velasquez, Mr. Philip Joseph G. Escudero, Usec. Christopher 
V. Morales, Dr. Adeliza A. Dorado, Mr. Senen C. Bacani, Mr. Ramon T. Lim, Dr. Francisco Gil N. Garcia, Mr. Ariel B. Dolores, 
and Dr. John C. de Leon.

PLGU representatives explore the FutureRice Farm to see 
agricultural drones that help optimize rice production.

Staff and crew of JSP Group–Mang Inasal join the 
Rice Paddy Art Planting for the first time this Wet Season 2025.

Agusan del Sur receives the Excellence Award for the 
Large-Scale Category.

GoodSam Eye Center

Ospital ng Lungsod ng Agham ng Muñoz



INTERNATIONAL TRAVELS

Dr. Riza G. Abilgos-Ramos of the Rice Chemistry and Food Science Division 
represents PhilRice at the 23rd International Congress of Nutrition in Paris, France, 
from Aug. 20 to Sept. 1. It was sponsored by The National Academy of Science and 
Technology Scientific Career System. She presented her paper titled “Rice-based 
Products for Climate-friendly and Healthier Filipinos: Food-based Solution to 
Address Malnutrition in Children and Adults”. (AV Manalo) 

Christopher C. Cabusora of the Plant Breeding and Biotechnology Division is 
participating in the Knowledge Co-Creation Program (Group and Region Focus) 
on the Introduction of Plant Variety Protection (PVP) System and Utilization of 
New Improved Varieties and High-Quality Seeds under the technical cooperation 
program of the Government of Japan from Aug. 17 to Sept. 27. It is sponsored 
by the Japan International Cooperation Agency.  (AV Manalo) 

Dr. Reynante L. Ordonio (center) of the DA-Crop Biotechnology Center joins the 
Philippine delegation to the APEC High-Level Policy Dialogue on Agricultural 
Biotechnology Meeting and Suite of Events in South Korea on Aug. 3-10, that was 
sponsored by the International Service for the Acquisition of 
Agri-biotech Applications.  (AV Manalo) 

Darlynne Kaye B. Matias of PhilRice Isabela participates in the 3rd International 
Conference on Climate Change Adaptation and Disaster Risk Reduction 
Management in Vietnam on Aug. 27 to Sept. 1. The Cagayan Valley Agriculture, 
Aquatic and Natural Resources Research and Development 
sponsored the trip. (AV Manalo) 

PhilRice Negros Branch Director Ommal H. Abdulkadil (fifth from left) 
completed a learning trip to Taiwan from July 24 to Aug. 2 
in preparation for the 22nd IFOAM Organic World Congress in 2027. 
The trip was made possible through the initiative of Catholic Ming Yuan 
College Catholic Ming Yuan College, Inc. in Murcia, Negros Occidental.  
It featured tours of leading organic farms and institutions such as 
Nanhua University and National Taiwan University to study 
advanced organic farming practices.  (BR Marco) 

To advance gender mainstreaming initiatives, PhilRice Los Baños-based 
ladies participated in the 4th International Conference on Governance and 
Development  on July 31-Aug. 2 at Kasetsart University, Bangkok, Thailand. 
Jacqueline O. Canilao (right) presented the paper “Securing Seeds through 
Stronger Seed Grower Cooperatives in Marinduque, Romblon, Palawan, 
and CALABARZON”, while Dr. Michelle C. Quimbo (left) co-authored 
“Analysis of Agro-entrepreneurial Readiness Using the Capability Approach: 
The Case of Women Rice Farmers in Laguna, Philippines", and Deputy Executive 
Director for Development Dr. Karen Eloisa T. Barroga (center) served as one 
of the papers' evaluators. The study highlighted the critical role of women 
in agro-entrepreneurship and provided actionable insights to boost their 
involvement, leadership, and economic empowerment 
in agriculture. (GD Carrera and HM Trinidad) 

Agusan del Sur receives the Excellence Award for the 
Large-Scale Category.



BRANCH STATION NEWS 

PhilRice Agusan celebrates its 35th founding anniversary on Aug. 6-8 with a series of spectacles 
including a motorcade, tree planting, Amazing Race, Laro ng Lahi, and a Glitz and Glam 

Anniversary night. With the theme “AES @35: RISE Together for Better RICE Communities”, 
the celebration honored exemplary staff members, highlighted Filipino traditional games, 

and brought the community together in fellowship. (CM Necesito) 

PhilRice Batac spearheaded by Executive Director, Dr. John C. de Leon and 
Station Director, Dr. Mary Ann U. Baradi, in collaboration with Mariano Marcos State University 

launches the 2025 Rice Paddy Art in the City of Batac, Ilocos Norte on Aug. 22.

Using the NSIC Rc 222 as the green rice variety and IR 1552 from Korea as the purple rice variety, 
it features the image of the former MMSU President and now, CHED Chairperson, 

Dr. Shirley C. Agrupis, and the University’s 7-point agenda ACHIEVE from 2017 to 2025.  
The collaborative effort between DA-PhilRice and MMSU to establish a yearly paddy art event 

aims to attract and encourage the youth to engage in farming, and to raise 
Filipinos' understanding of the importance of rice in our nation. (SC Abad) 

PhilRice Agusan marks 35 years of service

MMSU, PhilRice Batac paddy art launched 

Compliance certificates earned

Healthier and quality rice as presents

SeedNet efforts streamlined

Impact assessed

Convergence launched

Irrigation challenge tackled

Tribute to Pioneers

Ties refreshed

PhilGAP rice pushed

Flora Farmers Cluster Agriculture Cooperative (FLORACO)  officers receive certificates 
of compliance for standard management after completing training by the Cooperative 

Development Authority on Aug. 5-6 in Flora, Apayao. FLORACO, the newest 
RiceBIS community in the Cordillera Administrative Region this year, will lead twelve 

associations in Apayao that will be guided toward stronger market-linkage 
opportunities and improved income. (MC Domingo)

Members of the Baguio-Benguet Community Credit Cooperative (BBCCC) are set to 
receive healthier, quality rice for the holidays as the Coop sealed a contract with the St. 

Vincent Parish Multi-Purpose Cooperative (SVPMPC) of Dupax del Sur, Nueva Vizcaya on 
Aug. 4. The transaction covers 16,000 packs of 5-kg rice assured to be safe and 

quality-produced by SVPMPC, one of the cooperatives supported by the RiceBIS Program 
that advocates for PhilGAP-certified products. This partnership not only ensures that 

BBCCC members enjoy safe rice for the season but  also strengthens support for RiceBIS 
cooperatives and local rice producers in Nueva Vizcaya. (MC Domingo and PA Roque)

PhilRice Midsayap joins the Strategic Planning and Harmonization meeting of SeedNet 
and Accredited Rice Seed Growers for Adverse Rice Varieties at the Amas Research 
Experiment Station in Kidapawan City on Aug. 5. The meeting aligned local seed 

production strategies with national directives to promote climate-adaptive rice varieties. 
Key topics included producing high-quality seeds for climate-vulnerable areas, variety-site 

matching, and early-generation seed production under the Rice Competitiveness 
Enhancement Fund. These will strengthen the availability of climate-adaptive seeds 

and support resilient rice-farming communities. (EP Refalbor)

PhilRice Midsayap takes part in discussions during the Impact Assessment of 
DOST-PCIEERD Regional Consortia in the Philippines: Impact Pathway Validation and 

Focus Group Discussion on Aug. 8 in Koronadal City, South Cotabato. 
Spearheaded by the SOCCSKSARGEN Industry, Energy, and Emerging Technology R&D 

Consortium in partnership with the University of Southern Mindanao, the activity assessed 
the consortium’s long-term contributions to regional development. These inputs 

will ensure that the findings accurately reflect the consortium’s achievements, challenges, 
and opportunities, and will guide future strategies to advance 

regional innovation and collaboration. (EP Refalbor)

Various government agencies, LGUs, and farmers come together in Iloilo as the 
Rice Business Innovations System and the Healthier Rice Programs of PhilRice launch the 

first-ever convergence during the Site Working Group inaugural meeting 
on Aug. 12 at the Agromet Station, PD Monfort, South Dumangas, Iloilo. The event 

aligned strategies for boosting productivity, strengthening market linkages, and 
driving community development. (BR Marco)

The National Irrigation Administration (NIA) Region VI–Jalaur River Multi-Purpose Project 
Stage II (JRMP II) team explores a major shift in irrigation management for Iloilo’s rice 
areas during its first-ever visit to PhilRice Negros on Aug. 15. The meeting highlighted 
a water-saving irrigation technique designed to optimize water use, boost productivity, 

and address one of the top challenges identified by farmers. The collaboration between 
NIA and PhilRice will advance sustainable irrigation practices that can strengthen 

rice production and resilience in Iloilo. (BR Marco)

PhilRice pioneers reunite in the “Balik PhilRice LB @40” celebration, honoring the institution’s 
trailblazers who laid its foundations in 1987-1989 in PhilRice Los Baños on Aug. 30. 

The gathering, held as part of PhilRice’s 40th anniversary, marked the first reunion of leaders 
and employees who helped establish the Institute before most personnel relocated 

to Nueva Ecija. Participants reconnected with colleagues, reflected on their experiences, 
and paid tribute to the legacy that shaped PhilRice into what it is today. The pioneers advised 

PhilRice to focus on sustaining scientific excellence, strengthening partnerships with local 
and international institutions, and accelerating innovations that will ensure rice security 

and resilience for Filipino farmers in the next decade. (AV Manalo)

Shoppers in Daet, Camarines Norte explore 
locally-produced PhilGAP-certified rice as the 
Masicap Multi-Purpose Cooperative showcases 
its harvest at the town’s public market on 
Aug. 6-8. Supported by the RiceBIS team, 
the market test not only promoted the 
cooperative’s rice products but also raised 
community awareness of the Philippine Good 
Agricultural Practices (PhilGAP) that can widen 
market opportunities for farmers. (AM Jimenez)

Healthier rice noticed

Festival-goers discover healthier rice options at 
PhilRice Bicol’s booth during the Guinobatan 
Agri-Fiesta, part of the revived Longganisa 
Festival in Albay on Aug. 1-15. The station 
focused the spotlight on brown, black, and red 
rice, drawing strong interest from a wide range 
of visitors, with general consumers making 
up the majority. (DB Sadullo)

Kalinga Governor James S. Edduba 
(left) welcomes a PhilRice team from 
various branch stations during a 
courtesy call on Aug. 7. Led by 
Dr. Andres L. Dela Cruz Jr. (right) of 
the RCEF-PMO, the team discussed 
ongoing PhilRice projects in the 
province, including the PalaySikatan 2.0 
scaling site, Varietal Field Trials 
demonstrations, and continued RCEF 
Seed support to rice farmers. 
These strengthened partnerships are 
expected to further boost rice 
productivity and provide sustained 
support for farming communities 
in Kalinga. (MC Domingo)

Ommal H. Abdulkadil

Deejay C. Soriano

HIGH Five 
& Good VIBE!  

Born in Indanan, Sulu, and raised in Kabacan, North Cotabato, 
Ommal H. Abdulkadil went through hardship early. As a working student, 
he cleaned professors’ yards and weeded gardens to survive, often eating 
only once a day, sometimes nothing at all, until hunger once caused him to 
faint at school. Despite this, he pursued education with firm resolve, earning 
a BS in Agriculture, Major in Plant Pathology (Magna cum laude, University of 
Southern Mindanao), an MS in Plant Pathology (UPLB, 2007), and a Master 
in Development Management (DAP, 2019, Best Capstone Project Award). 
For 21 years, he has served farmers with both technical expertise and deep 
compassion. At PhilRice Midsayap, his leadership earned numerous awards. 
Now, as Director of PhilRice Negros, he upholds his mantra: “Mag-isip para 
sa mga magsasaka at magtrabaho nang mahusay”. A servant leader to the core, 
he leads by example, guided by integrity, accountability, and transparency. 
His vision for DA-PhilRice Negros station is ambitious yet grounded. He aims 
to set a high standard of service and innovation for every rice farmer in the 
region. Director Ommal proves that poverty can be the soil where resilience and 
purpose take root, yielding a lifelong harvest of hope for farmers and the nation.

At 25, Engr. Deejay C. Soriano is a licensed Civil Engineer and Master Plumber 
after passing the board exam in July, and currently Pollution Control Officer 
at PhilRice Los Baños. But beyond the titles, he’s a breadwinner, math tutor, and a 
son fighting for his mother’s recovery from colon cancer while supporting his 
younger brother’s education. Balancing his work at PhilRice with tutoring, 
and now taking up his master’s degree at De La Salle University, Deejay 
proves that resilience and hard work can build more than structures, because 
they can build hope. His contributions help improve facilities and infrastructure 
that support agriculture, ensuring that farmers and communities thrive. 
“It’s not about being the smartest, it’s about showing up every day and 
remembering why you started,” Soriano proudly said.

Dr. Virgilio Julius P. Manzano Jr. (first from left), MMSU President and Dr. Shirley C. Agrupis (third from left), 
CHED Chairperson join the launching of 2025 Rice Paddy Art in Batac.

Atty. Ronilo A. Beronio, former Executive 
Director of PhilRice serves as the resource 
speaker for the first station-based 
SRO Seminar Series in Agusan.

First set of PhilRice’s program and project leaders makes the 40 sign to join the 
40th anniversary celebration of the Institute.



AWARDS AND RECOGNITIONS

External Awards

Kenny Homard R. Ralia, Jonathan C. Dela Cruz, Jean Claude D. Villanueva, 
Reymund S. Cabute, and Alyssa M. Saldivar, IMSSO Seed Inspectorate Team, CES. 
For inspecting 119, 913 bags of RCEF seeds, overcoming harsh weather, tight deadlines, 
and ensuring seamless coordination. Their unwavering dedication delivered clean, 
viable seeds on time, maintained zero complaints, achieved full compliance, and 
reinforced farmer trust, driving productivity and upholding the highest standards 
of integrity across Region 3. 

Marilou A. Cagampang, Isabela. For initiating the creation of the DA-PhilRice Isabela 
IMS Document Hub that centralized key documents, dramatically boosting efficiency, 
accessibility, and compliance. Faster retrieval, version control, and QEHS alignment 
reinforced audit readiness. By providing transparent, device-agnostic access, she drives 
digital transformation, continuous improvement, and knowledge-sharing, setting a 
powerful benchmark for streamlined, resilient, tech-driven operations and long-term
 organizational resilience. 

Alison Corpuz, Jerry Santos, Marlon Luciano, Oliver Domingo, 
IMSSO and Admin Team, CES. For responding to an emergency situation of an 
OJT recipient that needed urgent care. They ensured safe transport, reunited him 
with family, and communicated transparently, truly demonstrating professionalism, 
dedication, and unwavering commitment to excellence and empathy in critical moments.

Pasasalamat Awardees

13th Cityhood Anniversary of the 
City of Ilagan, Isabela

During the

(Aug 11)

Most Outstanding Ilagueño in Science and Technology for 2025

Dr. Eduardo Jimmy P. Quilang 

Alvin D. Palanog, May O. Palanog, Vanessa Sernicula, Rica M. Rentino, Roselyn G. Alfetche, 
Michael Dan M. Angay, Shairene L. Magbanua, Dr. Jonathan M. Niones, and Teodora M. Esmabe
“High Genetic Diversity of Weedy Rice in the Visayas Reveals Challenges for Control Management”

(Jul 28 - Aug 1)

Best Poster

12th Philippine Association of Agriculturists. Inc. 
National Congress and 2025 

Philippine Agriculturists’ Summit 

During the

Dr. Roel R. Suralta, Dr. Jonathan M. Niones, Dr. Nonawin L. Agustin, Amabel H. Achuela, 
Yoshiaki Inukai, and Mana Kano-Nakata
“Our1-mediated Root Development Enhanced Climate Resilience of Philippine Rainfed Rice Varieties”

2nd Best Poster

(Jul 29 - 30)

Dr. Riza G. Albigos-Ramos, Rosaly V. Manaois, Jeruel A. Espinoza, Dianne M. Dalin-as, 
Novie A. Sales, Constantino II P. Lazona, Divina L. Villaber, Christian Ulysses G. Cagasab,   
and Judife N. Magallanes
“Mapping the Landscape of Rice-Based Food Products in Biliran Province: An In-Depth 
Inventory and Profiling”

3rd Place Best Completed Paper-Research Category

Eastern Visayas Agriculture and Fisheries Resources 
Research and Extension for Development Network 

and Visayas Consortium for Agriculture, 
Aquatic, and Natural Resources Program

During the

Plaque of Recognition

6th Anniversary of the COA Charter of 2019

During the

Philippine Rice Research Institute
For its vital support to the mission of the Cooperative Development Authority

(Aug 8)

Best Paper Competition

Mark Angelo A. Abando, Dr. Karen Eloisa T. Barroga, Jesusa M. Rivera, Leo Q. Diaz, 
Mark Edison T. Bautista, Denzelle Jerie Martin, Luis Alejandre I. Tamani, Arturo C. Arocena, 
Nehemiah L. Caballong, Mighty Jemuel C. Sotto, Klint Anmher A. Paguio, John M. Benedicto, 
Mark Timothy A. Rivera, Aljon L. Laureano, and Dennis C. Paraguison. 
Rice Development Interventions Monitoring System: A Decision-Makers' Guide 
to Prosperous Rice Farming Communities

1st Place
Jenina Patria S. Villar, Dr. Marissa V. Romero, Evelyn H. Bandonill, and Dr. Henry M. Corpuz
Unlocking the Anti-cancer potential of Philippine Pigmented Rice: In Vitro Study 
on Human Cancer Cell Lines

2nd Place

2nd Place

Best Posters Winners 

CSSP Category

Finalist

PAPTCB Category

Special Citation

Finalist

Dr. Nonawin Lucob-Agustin, Amabel H. Achuela, Aradel Mae B. Tanaid, Yoshiaki Inukai, 
Dr. Jonathan M. Niones, and Dr. Roel R. Suralta
Weg1our1 Double Mutation Induces Higher Order of Branching: Its Development and Utilization 
for Improved Climate Resilience and Productivity of Rice

Tolentino B. Moya, Marilyn M. Yere, Zosimo E. Bacud Jr. , Zhandon Paul M. Cario, 
Wilfredo B. Collado, and Dr. Leylani M. Juliano
Beyond Climate Typing: Agroclimate Zoning of the Philippines using Multivariate 
and Geospatial Analyses

Dr. Henry M. Corpuz, Amelia V. Morales, Faye Marion C. Sebastian, Jenina Patria S. Villar, 
and Dr. Riza G. Abilgos-Ramos
Bran-New Bread: Development of Nutrient-Dense Salt Bread (Pandesal) with Fermented Bran 
from Pigmented Rice Varieties

Baby Lymie D. Rosales, Dr. Marissa V. Romero, Mary Michelle M. Velasquez, 
Dr. Henry M. Corpuz, and Evelyn H. Bandonill
Healthy eating made easy: Low-Glycemic Index Stir-Fried Rice for on-the-go and 
Health-Conscious Consumers

Carmela P. Tubera, Kaye H. Hernandez, Evelyn H. Bandonill, Maria Celeste M. Barona, 
Lota C. Barcial, Krizelle Ann B. Hugo, and Dr. Henry M. Corpuz
Effects of Partial Polishing on the Milling Recovery, Cooking Properties, and Textural Quality 
of Brown Rice

Gerome A. Corpuz, Toni Abegail E. Almosara, Rodel M. Bulatao, Dr. Marissa V. Romero, 
Robert Cyrill E. Angoluan, Krista T. Dela Rosa, Paul John G. Eugenio, 
and Gil Felicisimo S. Cabrera
Strategies to Optimize the Quality and Carotenoids of Malusog Rice: Polishing, Heat Exposure, 
and Cooking Processes

Aradel Mae B. Tanaid, Amabel H. Achuela, Dr. Roel R. Suralta, Yoshiaki Inukai, and 
Dr. Nonawin Lucob-Agustin
Harnessing the 11NB10 Mutation for the Genetic Improvement of Rice: A Strategy to Enhance 
Nutrient Use Efficiency and Resilience to Drought in the Philippine Setting

Alvin D. Palanog, Michael Dan M. Angay, Vanessa Sernicula, Fatima-Nasra A, Sahadian, 
Dina A. Genzola, and Ommal H. Abdulkadil
From Grain to Cane: Intercropping Innovations in Rice and Sugarcane Farming

Faye Marion C. Sebastian, Amelia V. Morales, Renelyn M. Labindao, 
May Anne G. Geminiano, Angelita P. Cana, Dr. Riza G. Abilgos-Ramos, Eva R. Alvarez, 
Rodel M. Bulatao, Keziah L. Jamison, Peregrino G. Duran, and Dr. Henry M. Corpuz
Development and Deployment of Buffalo Milk-based Yogurt Co-fermented with Antioxidant-rich 
Stabilized Rice Bran

2025 DA-Khush Award of Distinction

28th Federation of Plant Science Associations 
of the Philippines (FPSAP) Scientific Conference

Achievement Awardees

During the

Dr. John C. De Leon, Executive Director, PhilRice. In recognition of his outstanding contributions to 
crop science, including the elucidation of the genetic diversity of Philippine rice varieties, the rediscovery 
of aromatic traditional varieties, the breeding of ultra-early maturing and high-yielding rice with seedling 
vigor and heterosis, and the development of hybrid rice varieties approved for commercialization by 
the National Seed Industry Council. 

(Aug 26-28)

Achievement Award in Extension

DA-PhilRice Los Baños. For its impactful programs namely RiceTIP, RiceSHARE, RiceBIS 2.0, and RCEF, 
that have empowered communities in Calabarzon and Mimaropa to adopt climate-smart rice varieties, 
apply recommended technologies, and strengthen cooperatives, resulting in improved productivity 
and higher farmers’ incomes.

Achievement Award for Research

Dr. Jonathan M. Niones, Chief Science Research Specialist/Scientist I. For his pioneering studies 
on rice root adaptability to drought and flooding, which are vital in advancing climate-resilient farming. 
He also oversees the conservation of seeds, DNA, and data critical to developing high-yielding, resilient, 
and nutritious rice varieties. 

Achievement Award in Technology Development

Ailon Oliver M. Capistrano, Supervising Science Research Specialist. For innovations 
that help farmers optimize fertilizer use and reduce costs. His work includes the Minus-One-Element 
Technique (MOET) app, which diagnoses soil nutrient deficiencies and provides precise fertilizer 
recommendations, as well as ICT-based tools that support nutrient management in rainfed rice areas.
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